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Part of Frontispiece to Second Decade of Herrera’s General History of the Indies showing portrait of “The Adelan-
tado Juan Ponce of the Kingdom of Leon, Discoverer of Florida” and his threc ships in a harbor with the title
“Juan Ponce fights with those of Florida.”



Che First LWanding Place of Juan Pouce de Leon
on the North American ontinent in the Year 1513

THE DISCOVERY

The only known description of this voyage of Juan Ponce de Ledn,
which gives a day by day account, is that in the Historia General de
Los Hechos de Los Castellanos en Las Islas y Tierra Firme del Mar
Oceano, [ General History of the Acts of the Castilians in the Islands
and Mainland of the Ocean Sea] by Antonio Ge Herrera y Tordesillas,
first published in Madrid, Spain, in 1601.

The part of the Herrera account essential to determination of Ponce
de Leodn’s first landing place is as follows: “. . . the second of April,
sailing West-northwest, the water went diminishing to nine fathoms,
at one league from land, which was in thirty degrees and eight min-
utes, they ran along the coast seeking harbor, and that night they
anchored close to land, in eight fathoms of water. And thinking
this land was an island, they called it Florida . . . He [Ponce de
Leén] went on shore to take information and possession. Friday
the eighth they set sail . . .

IMPORTANT POINTS

The coast was sighted on April 2nd.

The latitude 30°-08" given by Herrera was not the landing place.
It was a position one Spanish league (3.43 nautical miles) from
the coast.

The ships left the position at which this latitude observation
was taken, “seeking harbor.” The direction sailed is not given.

The ships were anchored “that night” in eight fathoms of water,
“close to land.” ‘

Ponce de Ledn landed on April 3, 1513.
He landed to “take information and possession.”
They remained at the landing place from April 3rd to April 8th.
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Decade I, Libro IX, folio 302 (312). Spanish text: . . . dos de Abril, cortiendo a
Luesnorueste, yendo disminuvendo el agua hasta nueue bracas, a vna legua de tierra, que
estaua en treynta grados y ocho minutos, corrieron por luengo de costa, buscando puerto,
y la noche surgieron cerca de tierra, a ocho bracas de agua. Y pensando que esta tierra
cra isla, la llamaron la Florida . . . Salio a tierra a tomar lengua, y possession. Viernes
a ocho hizieron vela. . . .” '




















































































